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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To correct the amplitude and phase of a light wave front at the 
same time by optically connecting a liquid crystal element for amplitude 
modulation and a liquid crystal element for phase modulation to each other. 



CONSTITUTION: The liquid crystal element 101 for amplitude 
modulation imposes amplitude modulation on a laser beam (a) to be 
corrected and then the liquid crystal element 105 for phase modulation 
imposes phase modulation. Those liquid crystal elements 101 and 105 are 
connected in mutually conjugate relation by an afocal optical system 
consisting of a lens 102 and a lens 104. A spatial filter 103 removes 
diffracted higher order components generated when the beam is transmitted 
through the liquid crystal elements. The beam transmitted through the 
liquid crystal elements is guided partially to an aberration measurement 
system 107 by a mirror 106. The rest exits from the device as a beam (b) 
having its amplitude distribution and phase distribution corrected. The 
aberration measurement system 107 and a driving circuit 109 for the liquid 
crystal elements are connected to a computer 108. Correction information 
matching the purpose of use of the device is inputted to the driving circuit 
1 09 to stop down the beam to the limit of diffraction. 
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♦NOTICES * 



Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

I This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 
2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] this invention relates to the optical -equipment adapting the liquid crystal device. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] Conventionally, the method into which the configuration of the mirror of the one-sheet 
continuation by the phase distribution of a light wave side is made to deform with an actuator from the reverse side was 
widely used for the amendment purpose. A piezo-electric element is used for the actuator made to deform, and that whose 
number a stroke is several micrometers and is about 500 pieces is made as an experiment (for example, Proc.SPIE, Vol.! 1 14, 
pi 34 (1989) reference). 
[0003] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, there were troubles, like the driver voltage which requires a device for 
control of generation of heat, a hysteresis, etc. and to which the element number is restricted is high in a piezo-electric 
element. 

[0004] that to which this invention solves such a trouble - it is - a means with the simple purpose ~ the phase distribution of 
a light wave side - measurement - rectifying - and - simultaneous the amplitude distribution of a light wave side— an 
amendment — it is in the place which offers the optical equipment which can do things 
[0005] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] The 1st optical equipment of this invention is characterized by having the circuit which 
returns the signal acquired by the liquid crystal device, the drive circuit of the aforementioned liquid crystal device, means to 
measure the phase distribution of a light wave side, and means to measure the aforementioned light wave side to the drive 
circuit of the aforementioned liquid crystal device, and changing. 

[0006] The 2nd optical equipment of this invention is characterized by having the drive circuit of the liquid crystal device for 
amplitude modulation, the liquid crystal device for phase modulations, and two or more aforementioned liquid crystal devices, 
and changing in the optical equipment of the above 1st. 

[0007] The 3rd optical equipment of this invention is characterized by having afocal optical system between the liquid crystal 
device for amplitude modulation, and the liquid crystal device for phase modulations, arranging mutually the aforementioned 
liquid crystal device for amplitude modulation, and the aforementioned liquid crystal device for phase modulations by the 
conjugate relation in the aforementioned afocal optical system, and changing in the above 1st or the 2nd optical equipment. 
[0008] 

[Example] Below, based on an example, the content of this invention is explained in detail. 

[0009] (Example 1 ) A wave-front amendment of a linearly polarized light laser beam is mentioned as an example. The 
composition of the optical equipment of this example is shown in drawing I . The laser beam a which should be rectified 
receives a phase modulation by the liquid crystal device 105 for phase modulations, after receiving amplitude modulation by 
the liquid crystal device 101 for amplitude modulation. These two liquid crystal devices are mutually connected to conjugate 
by the afocal optical system which consists of a lens 102 and a lens 104. The spatial filter 103 is arranged in order to remove 
the high order diffraction component generated when a beam penetrates a liquid crystal device. A part is led to the aberration 
system of measurement 107 for the beam which penetrated the liquid crystal device by the mirror 106. The remainder serves 
as the beam b with which the phase distribution was rectified by the amplitude-distribution row, and is left out of equipment. 
The drive circuit 109 of a liquid crystal device is connected to the computer 108 at the aberration system-of-measurement 107 
row. 

[0010] Amendment information is inputted into the drive circuit of a liquid crystal device according to the use of equipment. 
For example, the amendment information which gives the amplitude distribution of gauss function type is inputted into the 
liquid crystal device 101 for amplitude modulation, and the amendment information which gives a complex conjugate phase 
distribution to total of each aberration of a light wave side, a lens system, and a liquid crystal device is simultaneously 
inputted into the liquid crystal device 105 for phase modulations. If it carries out like this, a beam can be extracted to near the 
diffraction limitation. In addition, by devising how making the aforementioned amendment information using the technique of 
a computer generated hologram, two or more condensing spots can be generated, or arbitrary condensing intensity 
distributions can be obtained (collection of 5 1st Japan Society of Applied Physics academic lecture meeting drafts 26 a-H 
-10). You may store the amendment information about the phase distribution for which it asked from each aberration of the 
amendment information and lens system about an amplitude distribution, or a liquid crystal device in the memory 1 10 
beforehand connected to the computer. 

[00 1 I ] The aberration system of measurement 1 07 is equipped with a lens array and a light sensitive cell, and measures the 
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aberration of a light wave side from the position of a condensing spot. And the voltage value which should be applied to each 
pixel of the liquid crystal device 105 for phase modulations is computed based on the result of measurement, and it returns to 
the drive circuit 109 by making this into amendment information. A drive circuit controls the phase of the passing light per 
pixel according to the received amendment information. The jack Hartmann method (Publ.Nai.Astron.Obs., Vol.1, p49 
(1989) reference) and the Roget method (Proc.SPIE, Vol.1 1 14, p92 (1989) reference) are used for measurement of the 
aberration of a light wave side. 



[00 1 2] The liquid crystal device for amplitude modulation in TN (twist NEMATTIKKU) mode and the liquid crystal device 
for phase modulations in ECB (electric-Held control birefringence) mode were used for this example. Both of the liquid 
crystal devices are matrix drive type liquid crystal devices which equipped each pixel with TFT (TFT), and can be driven on 
the low voltage of about 5 volts. The number of effective pixels is 320x220, and pixel intervals are 80 micrometers of 
horizontal directions, and 90 micrometers of perpendicular directions. 

[0013] The orientation of the liquid crystal molecule in a phase modulation liquid crystal device is homogeneous orientation, 
and can modulate the phase of a beam wave front continuously (collection of 51st Japan Society of Applied Physics academic 
lecture meeting drafts 26 a-H -10). However, it is necessary to double the linearly polarized light direction of a beam in the 
direction of orientation of a liquid crystal molecule. In addition, the phase distortion received when a beam passes the liquid 
crystal device in TN mode is amended using the liquid crystal device in (Jpn.J.Appl.Phys., 29, L1533 (1990) reference), and 
ECB mode. 

[00 14] According to this example, a desired amplitude distribution can be given to a beam for the aberration of a beam wave 
front simultaneously with an amendment by connecting optically the liquid crystal device for amplitude modulation, and the 
liquid crystal device for phase modulations. The liquid crystal device is equipped with the feature of a low-battery drive, a 
low power, and high pixel density, and can control the phase of a beam wave front easily compared with the conventional 
piezo-electric element. 

[0015] In addition, it is also possible to make reverse sequence of the liquid crystal device for amplitude modulation and the 
liquid crystal device for phase modulations, and to connect. 

[0016] (Example 2) A wave-front amendment of a random polarization laser beam is mentioned as an example. The 
composition of the optical equipment of this example is shown in drawing 2 . The beam [ **** / at random ] a including 
aberration is divided into a component (S polarization) perpendicular to space, and a component (P polarization) parallel to 
space in a polarization beam splitter 201. Each component receives a phase modulation by the liquid crystal device 206 (or 
211) for phase modulations, after receiving amplitude modulation by the liquid crystal device 202 (or 207) for amplitude 
modulation. Another side, the liquid crystal device 207 for amplitude modulation, and the liquid crystal device 21 1 for phase 
modulations are mutually connected to conjugate with the afocal optical system which consists of a lens 208 and a lens 210 by 
the afocal optical system with which the liquid crystal device 202 for amplitude modulation and the liquid crystal device 206 
for phase modulations consist of a lens 203 and a lens 205. A reflection factor is locally high and the antireflection film is 
added to the other field so that mirrors 204 and 209 may reflect only the zero-order diffraction component of the beam which 
penetrated liquid crystal devices 202 and 207, respectively. Incidence of the beam which penetrated the liquid crystal device 
is carried out to a polarization beam splitter 212. Two components are compounded, serve as the beam b with which the phase 
distribution was rectified by the amplitude-distribution row, and are left out of equipment here. However, a part of beam b is 
led to the aberration system of measurement 107 by the mirror 106. The drive circuit 109 of a liquid crystal device is 
connected to the computer 108 at the aberration system-of-measurement 107 row. 

[0017] The liquid crystal device for amplitude modulation and the liquid crystal device for phase modulations which were 
used by this example are the same as what was used substantially [ example / 1 ]. Moreover, if an aberration measuring 
method also removes the point performed about each of the linearly polarized light component which intersects 
perpendicularly mutually in the composition row of aberration system of measurement, it is the same as that of an example 1 
in it. Therefore, explanation is omitted here. 

[0018] According to this example, a desired amplitude distribution can be given to a beam for the aberration of a beam wave 
front [ **** / at random ] simultaneously with an amendment by making the group of the liquid crystal device for amplitude 
modulation connected with afocal optical system, and the liquid crystal device for phase modulations act on each of the 
linearly polarized light component which intersects perpendicularly mutually. 
[0019] 

[Effect of the Invention] according to this invention -- the amplitude and phase of a light wave side - simultaneous - an 
amendment « things are made The optical equipment of this invention can utilize the program free nature of a liquid crystal 
device, and can apply it broadly to the phase conjugation optics represented by laser beam wave-front control. 
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CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim I ] Optical equipment characterized by to have the circuit which returns the signal acquired by means measure a liquid 
crystal device, the drive circuit of the aforementioned liquid crystal device, and the phase distribution of a light wave side for 
the amplitude and phase of a light wave side about amendment technology, and means measure the aforementioned light wave 
side to the drive circuit of the aforementioned liquid crystal device, and to change. 

[Claim 2] Optical equipment according to claim 1 characterized by having the drive circuit of the liquid crystal device for 
amplitude modulation, the liquid crystal device for phase modulations, and two or more aforementioned liquid crystal devices, 
and changing. 

[Claim 3] The claim I characterized by having afocal optical system between the liquid crystal device for amplitude 
modulation, and the liquid crystal device for phase modulations, arranging mutually the aforementioned liquid crystal device 
for amplitude modulation, and the aforementioned liquid crystal device for phase modulations by the conjugate relation in the 
aforementioned afocal optical system, and changing, or optical equipment given in 2. 



[Translation done.] 



